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Friday 6th September 2024 

Dear parents / carers,   

I would firstly like to take the opportunity to welcome your child back to school, after what I 

hope was an enjoyable summer break. I hope they are looking forward to the new academic 

year ahead. 

I wanted to provide an update from the Trust following the news shared earlier this year, in 

regard to Lisa Mannall’s retirement at Christmas as CELT’s Trust Lead. Lisa has provided 

superb leadership, and we’d like to thank her once again for all her dedication and 

commitment to driving forward CELT’s journey of growth, improvement and financial 

stability. I know you will join me in sharing our appreciation for the contribution she has 

made, and we wish Lisa the very best for a happy retirement.  

Since then, CELT Trustees have been engaged in an extensive recruitment process for her 

replacement. It was important for us to ensure her successor brought not only the 

experience, but the ethos which everyone at CELT values – particularly in maximising the 

opportunities for every student across the Trust.  

I am delighted to announce that our new Trust Lead will be Dan Morrow. Dan is currently 

CEO and Trust Leader of Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust (DMAT), where he has been since 

2021, providing strong and inspirational leadership, guiding the Trust through the aftermath 

of the pandemic, to new strengths and it has continued to develop over recent years.  

Dan has led many of DMAT’s schools on impressive improvement journeys, striving to deliver 

excellent standards of education and care to its students – evident in its impressive Ofsted 

results post-pandemic. Amongst his many achievements, he has exemplified DMAT’s mission 

to act as intentional civic leaders. This has included working with local communities and 

championing rural schools at a national level, calling for greater support and funding to 

tackle issues such as the mental health crisis, food poverty and many more. We are looking 

forward to him bringing the same passion and energy to his role as Trust Lead at CELT, 

where he will continue to embed this crucial focus on community at the heart of CELT and 

foster a wide sense of community and connection throughout the entire south-west.  

Dan will take up the post from January 2025 but will work closely with Lisa in the interim to 

ensure a smooth transfer during the Autumn term. Please be assured that this change will 

not impact your child’s education or daily school life, and your school leaders and teachers 

will very much continue in their roles.  

We are so pleased to have secured Dan as our new leader and look forward to the next 

chapter in our Trust’s story. We are excited to see CELT continue to reach new heights and 

achieve exceptional outcomes for all students, staff and local communities - building on the  
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firm foundations Lisa has put in place. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the trustees, myself or another member 

of the senior leadership team.  

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to both your local school and the 

wider Trust community. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

       

Craig Hayes     Geoff Brown 

Executive Headteacher   Chair of Trustees 

Newquay Primary Academy   Cornwall Education Learning Trust 

  


